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1983 Turbo Regal T-Type owned by Devin Tornow

Ten Years Gone.....  (plus a few more) 

Cars Cars Cars and BUICKS!  Yea, I blame my dad 

who always had the great stories from his youth, of '34 

and '36 Fords (which he still longs for), Hudsons, '51 

Ford Crestliner, his '57 Chevy, Buick straight Eights 

and so many others!  He still has a childhood friend,  

John Jansma whose father, Bill Jansma was a top Buick 

salesman at Bauer Buick in Harvey and the US for 

years. Dad drug home a '57 Chevy four-door sedan for 

me to play with, which was ultimately replaced by a 

1955 Chevy Nomad in 1975 which became a four-year 

father-and-son project.  During the Nomad's resto-

modification process, my dad decided to buy his first 

brand new car in 1978 and the search narrowed down to 

a Buick LeSabre or Olds 88 Coupe. The Turbo V6 

LeSabre sparked an interest but Olds won out due to 

being a little better looking and was matched up with 

the largest you could get 403 V8 (also available in the 

Buick). I got the pleasure of custom ordering the car 

with almost every option at the sweet age of fifteen! 

Looking back what else could a car crazy kid ask for!  

Yup, my dad was special! 

  Flashing forward to 1985 my Buick interest started to 

peak even higher. I was studying mechanical 

engineering and had the opportunity of working for the 

Allison Gas Turbine division of GM in Indianapolis, 

Indiana. The Indy 500 at that time was a great race to 

follow with the Buick V6 Stage motors running at the 

front of the pack! The 1985 Indy 500 was the breakout 

race for the pushrod "stock block" Buick V-6-engined 

March chassis with Pancho Carter running 212.583 

mph and Scott Brayton hitting 212.354 mph to sweep 

the top two spots on the starting grid and setting new 

track record speeds in Continued on page 3 
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Opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the GS Club of America, the 
Chicagoland Chapter of the GSCA, or any of the officers of these automotive enthusiast clubs. 

Chapter Volunteers  Member’s Change of Address 

Chicagoland members who move are requested to 
notify our membership chairman before the next 
newsletter mailing.  We do not want you to miss a 
single edition of your newsletter.  Please notify us of 
e-mail address changes as soon as you change 
providers. 
 

Membership Renewal  
Please check the label on your newsletter.  If your 
membership is up in January, June will be your last 
newsletter.  Obtain an application from the website or 
past issue, and mail to 4010 Raymond Avenue, 
Brookfield, IL 60513, along with a check for $20 made 
out to “CCGSCA.”  Please don’t let your membership 
lapse, for too long. 
 

Volunteers for the Chapter 
Contact Bob Nunes if you are interested in helping 
our Chapter continue exchange ideas, gathering local 
car show and cruise night information or plan 
activities for our members. Fresh ideas are needed to 
keep the Club exciting.  Distributing the work among 
many volunteers makes it easy for all.  The tasks do 
not take much of your time, and you will always have 
plenty of help, while hopefully having fun. 

Upcoming Events 

Sep 9 – BOP & Race #5 at Byron Dragway 

Sep 10 -  cruise night @ 5pm@ Dominick’s Shopping Plaza 
on the corner of 31st St. & Wolf Road, Westchester, IL 

Sep 16 – BCA Marquardt Buick Show,10 am, Barrington, IL  

Sep 20 - Cruise night @ 5pm @ The Office Bar & Grill 
4901 Cal Sag Road, Crestwood, IL  

Sep 25 - cruise night @ 6pm @ The Tilted Kilt, 6401 95th 
St., Chicago Ridge 
 
Sep 30 – CCGSCA Race 6 @ Great Lakes Dragway, 
Union Grove, WI 

Oct 13 – BOP Race at Cordova Dragway 

Oct 17 thru 20 – GS Nationals – Bowling Green, KY 

Nov 11 General Meeting @ Darien Park District 

Jan 26 CCGSCA Holiday Party – Countryside, IL 

April 28, 2013 – Buick Race Day – Norwalk, OH 

Aug 2 & 3 – BPG Nationals,  Hebron, OH 

Director ~ Loyd Bonecutter 708-485-8477 
 loydb@chicagolandbuick.org 

Co-Director /  ~ Steve Russo 815-795-4737 

Gran Sport 
s.russo@mchsi.com 

. 

Co-Director /  ~ Mark Holda 630-747-7652 
Turbo Regal M.Holda@comcast.net 

Activities ~ Paul Brelie 224-484-8057 
 ELATED3@aol.com 

Race Chairman Joe Garcia  
 jrg3517@comcast.net 

Treasurer ~ Bill Grupp  
 jackbot@yahoo.com 

Secretary ~ Barb Holda 708-243-7280 
 Metaz_56@comcast.net 

Membership ~ Shari Bonecutter 708-485-8477 
 sharib@chicagolandbuick.org 

Graphic Artist ~ Paul Vilser  paulvilser@sbcglobal.net 
 Beth Andrews   draena710@gmail.com 

Publisher ~ Loyd Bonecutter 708-485-8477 
 loydb@chicagolandbuick.org 

Advertising ~ Beth Andrews 847-845-7342 
 draena710@gmail.com 

4th of July Show Steve Russo 815-795-4737 
 STEVEGS1@aol.com 

Midwest Challenge Loyd Bonecutter 708-485-8477 
 loydb@chicagolandbuick.org 

Cruise Chairman Chris Gatch 773-776-4794 
 cgatch@comcast.net 

Volunteers ~ Bob Nunes 630-310-6662   
 Rich George 630-551-3120 
   

 
Membership Policy & Dues 
The Chicagoland Chapter of the Buick GSCA is open to 
all Buick enthusiasts and owners of Buick powered 
cars. Membership is $20 per year, and includes a 
quarterly newsletter and much more. Apply online at the 
chapter web site or send dues with check made out to 
CCGSCA with membership form to: 

Shari Bonecutter – Membership Chairman 
Chicagoland Chapter GSCA 

4010 Raymond Avenue 
Brookfield, IL 60513-1846 

 

Chapter Web Page 

http://www.chicagolandbuick.org 
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Continued from Page 1     time trials. (Ultimately both 

dropped out early with mechanical problems on race 

day.) This was also the race where, due to the 

electrifying spin by Danny Sullivan, and the subsequent 

recovery, the race became known in auto racing lore as 

the "Spin and Win".  Adding to this historic Buick 

event were many other milestones: Indy Pace cars 1976 

Buick Century 306hp turbo 261c.i. V-6 (1st V-6 pace 

car), 1981 Regal with a 252c.i. V-6 modified to 281hp 

and a custom roof, and the last Buick pace car the 1983 

450hp 252c.i. twin-turbo V-6 Riviera Convertible 

(which led to the turbocharged Buick V-6 Indy car 

engines the following year) (one of the engine was 

recently listed on eBay). Now throw in the 1985 Buick 

Wildcat 24-valve V6 concept car, later the 1989 Pontiac 

Trans Am powered by a 3.8 Turbo Buick V6 (faster 

than the Corvette that year), and the great things Jim 

Ruggles and Kenne Bell were doing with the underdog 

Buick 6's. Icing on the cake was attending an Indiana 

SAE (Society of Automotive Engineers) chapter 

meeting featuring Joe Negri and Ron Yuille of the 

Buick Special Products Engineering team discussing 

and showing the V6s!  How in the world could I not be 

a V6 / Turbo Buick fan!   

My brother Craig was looking for a new car starting in 

'85 and wanted a Monte SS. Learning what was coming 

down the pike from Buick I got him to wait for the '86 

Buick Regal T-Type.  I was able to get a great GM 

discount and he still owns the T-Type to this day with 

about 45k on the odometer (1998 winter CCGSCA 

newsletter feature car when I was the CCGSCA editor). 

I was still in college till late '87 and unfortunately I still 

couldn't afford to order my own turbo Regal, the special 

edition WE4 or ultimately the GNX which listed over 

2.3 times what my over brother paid for his '86 T. The 

last nail was driven in the coffin on a new Turbo Regal. 

Searching and looking after I took a full time job at 

Caterpillar in Peoria while also starting a family still 

made it tough to get a TR. I finally latched on to my 

present '83 Turbo Regal T-Type from the original 

owner's daughter who inherited the car.  I kept 

reminding her when she was ready sell I would be 

interested and it became mine in '91 for a fraction of my 

new TR dreams. The car was not perfect and had 

various issues which ultimately ended up in an engine 

rebuild, numerous new GM parts, Jet-Hot coated 

exhaust, and various detailing starting in the fall of '91 

(because I could never leave things alone). I fired the 

engine in the dead of a '92 January winter and 

continued to drive it into spring making the trip to the 

1992 GSCA nationals along with my brother in his '86 

T-Type. We had a nice trip to race and show our T-

Types side by side. During this time my wife Julie was 

due with our first child, Noah, who was born just three 

weeks after the convention.  How I ever pulled that one 

off I'll never know, thanks Julie! 

I continued to drive the car working out bugs and could 

never get it to shift just right after a trans shop did a 

check out of the trans during the rebuild.  I even gave it 

to them for a week to sort things out to no avail. The 

turbo was swapped In February '93 for a rebuilt GM 

turbo as the seals had gone bad on the original, 

dumping oil into the engine. Just two weeks later on the 

way home from work I got on it and it started to 

detonate damaging #1 piston and leaking oil (blow-by 

just pushed it out!). A tear down revealed the truth and 

man was I P.O.'d after the work I put into the car and 

barely a year after the rebuild.  I spent time figuring out 

all the damage, searching for replacement pistons 

(getting harder to find), and really losing interest in the 

car but not Buicks. 

During the time of rebuild #2 the car experienced more 

miles on tow trucks than I care to discuss, bouncing 

around storage locations while work would get done on 

and off through a roller coaster of effort continuing 

over the years. I also spent time linking up with various 

Buick enthusiasts in the CCGSCA from the start of the 

club and became editor / part-time photographer. The 
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fun also continued in Central Illinois doing various 

activities (Buick-less) and working on a local club 

“Buicks of Central Illinois” based in the Peoria area.  

This club continued to help Scherer Buick in North 

Pekin run their annual fund raiser charity car show for 

the Children's Hospital of Illinois at St. Francis Medical 

Center until Scherer Buick closed the doors after 

numerous years in business. Scherer put on a great 

shows that included special GM exhibits, fun for the 

kids (bouncy houses and RC racetracks, all free), and 

they even gave away an engine! 

 Well finally the '83 T and rebuild #2 finally got back 

on the road in 2011 (please don't count the years) with 

many changes and updates. I reassembled the engine 

after it was bored .030” over, align bored, decked, 

polished crank, balanced, and stuffed in forged GSCA 

pistons and rings, new Crane cam and lifters, ARP head 

bolts, bearings, reconditioned rods and new bolts, 

upgraded neoprene crank seals, enlarged oil passages 

(from #1 rebuild), recondition heads, rebuilt carb, 

intake manifold gasket with a restricted exhaust 

crossover, and lots more than I can remember. 

Numerous parts on the engine and car (including sway 

bar, drive-shaft, brackets, etc.) were powder coated by 

JDM Coatings, Inc. in Steger, IL thanks to my dad 

becoming great friends with the owner Don Schultz. If I 

had it off the car it got coated! It makes it much more 

presentable and durable and I highly recommend them. 

The air pump system was removed and the convertor 

was gutted, up / down pipes to the turbo are wrapped in 

insulation to keep temps down flowing into a factory 

'83 dual resonator exhaust similar to the GNX. An '86-

'87 TR air cleaner lid and duct are used to route cooler 

air to the turbo.  Engine cooling was helped by running 

NGP+ waterless coolant and an '85-1/2 GN fan shroud 

that allowed a wider 26” aluminum radiator to be used 

along with the factory mechanical fan. Jimmy's High 

Performance Transmissions went through the trans 

correcting issues and installed a BRF valve body. 

Thanks go out to Precision Turbo and Engine (machine 

work and various parts and advise), Tom Wilson for 

helping with parts, stuffing pistons, paint advise, and 

regular badgering of “When you going to get your T 

running?”, Rich George for Hot-Air advise, parts, and 

long conversations, Jeremy Race for the fan shroud, my 

friend Chuck for helping stuffing the engine back in, 

and anyone else I may have left off. “THANKS to the 

Buick members for helping me out!”  That's what a 

club is about.  A special thanks to my dad for replacing 

the bumper fillers (that disintegrated) and for the use of 

his garage over winter / spring of 2011 to get it running 

again. And to my brother Craig and parents for running 

chase cars to make sure the T-Type made it back the 

160 miles to Peoria without issue, which it did! 

The '83 T-Type (not a Grand National) now has over 

1,100 on the rebuild with 67,000+ total miles on the 

car. and stills needs a little work on the Q-jet to get it 

right (anyone good with these?). I was lucky enough to 

get Illinois Antique plates “6 T TYPE” for the car and I 

also got my brother's '86 T-Type a “T TYPE” Antique 

plate.  (Yes it took so long it became an Antique! Hey I 

wanted cheap plates!) Surf over to 

http://ttype.homestead.com/ for more details, specs, and 

tons of pics from the initial purchase, teardowns / 

rebuilds, and now!  There's also old  Scherer Buick 

show photos too. 

Devin Tornow, Peoria, IL   (309) 369-6926 cell 

dtornow@yahoo.com  http://ttype.homestead.com/

Please, take a look at your mailing label it has your renewal date

Director’s Garage Loyd Bonecutter 
We have survived a very warm summer after the 

mildest winter I can recall.  It looks like the lawn is 

recovering nicely with the rain that finally came the last 

few weeks.  I’m afraid much of our needed crops across 

the Midwest has not faired quite so well. 

So far this year at the Turbobuick.com Nationals,  

Buick Race Day, BPG Nationals and the Midwest 

Buick Challenge have seen the turnout at most 

continuing to diminish.  Often there are much more 

spectators than racers.  Some say it is just the economy, 

others feel the heyday of National and Regional Buick 

events is a thing of the past, for a number of reasons.  

Have watched Chapters across the country struggle for 

new and active members to run activities, let alone a 

newsletter .  The age old problem of some planned 

activates not well attended yet sometimes an activity 

strikes a chord with many members attending.  The 

Penn-Ohio Chapter finally threw in the towel, and the 
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Indiana Chapter is on life support, as few members 

want to run things on an ongoing basis.   

Ran across a “Talkin’ Torque” newletter from Gateway 

Buick Performance Enthusiasts, that was a great read, 

so there are folks willing to keep Chapter’s going, so 

not all is lost.  We regularly swap newsletters with 

Michigan, Northeast and North Carolina chapters and 

every now and then get others so there are still local 

activities around the country. 

Thank goodness our sponsors are there to help us along, 

even though many are reporting their Buick business 

represent a small portion of total sales.  I would like to 

personally thank: John Spina at Casper’s Electronics, 

Paul Ferry at HRpartsNstuff, Sean Ryder at the BPG, 

Joe Krivickas at PT&E, Mike Phillips at AMP, Jack 

Cotton at Cottons Performance, Geof & Bobb at Finish 

Line Motorsports, Jimmy & Craig at Jimmy’s 

Transmission,  Ellen & Lars at Rally Insurance, Paul 

Castle at World of Motorworks, Tom Allen at 

Champion Racing Heads, and of course Tom Osiecki at 

A Alert Auto Service home of the Radallic. 

Thanks to Joe Garcia the racing season was one of our 

best.  We have about a dozen of us regularly run at 

either Byron or Union Grove, with a few showing up 

for one or two of the races a season.  This year we have 

had no rain outs so may get our sixth races in that I’m 

looking forward to.  I’ve had more than my share of 

probably self induced bad luck this year, but have not 

hurt anything not easily fixed between racing events.  

Cruise nights have not fared as well.  As it was so hot, 

many of us opted to stay in the comfort of our homes to 

avoid the sweltering heat.  I found that both the cars I 

drove this summer needed help in the cooling 

department.  Shari’s car needed higher volume electric 

fans that now keeps it nicely cooled, and the Regal 

needed some weather stripping around the electric fan 

to tighten the gap to pull more air through the front 

mount intercooler, air conditioner coil and the radiator. 

With the cooler weather I am planning to go to as many 

events as possible before the snow flies.  Hope to see 

you out there enjoying your performance Buick.

Bonus Cars for this issue – owned by Dan & Judy Weiland

Club Member has twice the fun with classic cars – 

reprinted from The Broadhead Register 

You might say that Dan Weiland, 60, of rural Footville, 

WI lives a double life.  He enjoys two occupations: he’s 

part owner of a construction company and he’s also a 
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farmer.  He and his wife, Judy, are parents to identical 

twin boys, Lonnie and Wayne, both 38. And finally, 

Dan’s got two babies that take a huge hunk of his time 

and money – a royal blue 1970 Buick Gran Sport 

hardtop, and a bright red 1971 Buick Gran Sport 

convertible.  Dan plows snow in the winter for extra 

money to keep these classics in tip-top, show-ready 

condition. 

Interestingly (and another little “double” story) Dan’s 

current ’70 GS is an identical twin to one he purchased 

in Janesville as a 20-year-old. 

“I bought the original in 1971 with a thousand miles on 

it”, Dan said of his shiny, royal blue GS.  “Actually 

some kid owned it before me and he got so many 

tickets with it that he had to sell it because he couldn’t 

afford the insurance anymore.” 

Dan recalled how he and then-girlfriend Judy, walked 

the lot at Rock County Buick all those years ago 

looking for a Gran Sport. 

“We knew we were looking for a Gran Sport,” Dan 

said.  “My dad used to work for Rock County Buick 

before he started farming.  I’d always had Buicks 

before that and I just liked the body style of the Gran 

Sport.  I’d had an Opel and a Skylark.  Actually the 

Gran Sport is a Skylark.  It’s just the sport version of 

it.” 

Dan said he and Judy enjoyed their ’70 GS for 15 years, 

and then had a tough decision to make when the twin 

boys reached driving age. 

“I didn’t think I wanted to turn them loose on that much 

horsepower, so I sold it to one of the guys that worked 

for me,” said Dan.  “That was probably 1986.  He had it 

for six weeks and rolled it over.  He had somebody pull 

out right in front of him to pass, coming right at him, 

and he had no place to go but the ditch.  I should have 

kept it.  If I only knew what was going to happen…” 

Two years later, the Weilands purchased a bright red, 

1971 Gran Sport convertible.  Two years after that, in 

1998, the couple decided, for their 25th wedding 

anniversary, to see if they could locate a 1970 Gran 

Sport hardtop exactly like their original.  They were 

successful. 

“Same color and everything,” Dan said.  “We looked a 

long time.  We’d been on the internet and stuff and we 

actually found it over in Cedar Rapids at Duffy’s 

Collectible Cars over there. 

Dan paid Duffy’s about $16,000 for the car; he’d paid 

$4,000 for the original back in 1971. 

“It’s what they call ‘all numbers match’”, he explained.  

“In other words, that is exactly the way it came from 

the factory: the motor, transmission, all that stuff, all 

the numbers match.  I put $20,000 in it and now it’s 

appraised for ninety ($90,000). 

Dan chuckled that the investment in his cars has out-

performed his 401K’s. 

“The ’71 convertible, I think I paid about $15,000 for 

and I probably stuck 30 ($30,000) in that and it’s 

probably worth about 55 ($55,000),” Dan said.  “The 

convertible is more popular even though the ’70 is 

worth more.  Everyone wants a ragtop.” 

“They cost a lot of money,” added Judy. “There’s 

always something to do with them, always money to 

stick into them.  That’s basically what he does his snow 

plowing for, in the winter.  He uses that money to fix up 

his cars.” 

The money Dan has invested in his cars has gone to 

both body and mechanical work. 

“Mostly motors and transmissions,” he said.  “When I 

got them, I went through them all.  I put a new interior 

in the ’70.  I put a new interior and a new paint job on 

the ’71. I do the mechanical work, not the body work.  I 

have a brother-in-law that’s a body man.” 

Dan said his ’71 Gran Sport convertible “is what you’d 

consider a muscle car.”  “It’s just got the big motor in 

it”, he explained.  “It’s got a 455 cubic inch, 370 

horsepower motor in it.  They both have the 455.  Now 

the convertible, when it was originally built, it had a 

350 in it.  Before I bought it, someone put a 455 in it so 

the convertible is the one I play with.  I mean we drive 

both of them but I’ll race the convertible.” 

Dan said about once a year, he takes the convertible 

either to Byron Dragway near Rockford or Great Lakes 

Dragway near Milwaukee for drag races sponsored by 

the Buick Club he belongs to. 

“We belong to the Chicagoland Chapter of the GSCA 

(Gran Sport Club of America) and we’ve got a lot of 

friends down there,” Dan said.  “You can bring any 
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kind of Buick you want.  I came in second once but 

only because I went before the light turned green.” 

Dan said he races the quarter mile and is able to reach a 

speed of 102 mph. 

Car shows are another fun opportunity for Weiland to 

show off his Gran Sports. 

“We go to car shows and, in the summer when it’s nice 

out, we just get them out and for rides,” he said.  

“We’ve been to Bowling Green (KY) to a national 

Buick show down there.  We’ve also been to 

Columbus, OH to a national Buick show there.  Got 

first places for both of them in both shows.” 

In fact, both Gran Sports have placed in each of the last 

four years in the Buick Performance Group Nationals in 

Columbus; in 2008, the hardtop took 2nd place; in 

2009, the convertible took 1st place; in 2010, the 

hardtop took 1st place; and last year the convertible 

took 3rd place. 

“Any national show, when you get an award, you’re 

doing okay,” Dan said. 

The Weilands have a shelf in their living room that’s 

loaded with trophies from local car shows within about 

a 50 mile radius of their home.  Dan says he enjoys the 

camaraderie of fellow show-goers and the exchange of 

club talk. 

“We usually talk about paint, motor work, that kind of 

stuff,” he said.  “Where to get paint.” 

Judy, too, has enjoyed the shows. 

“It gets me out of the house,” she said.  “I take my 

cross-stitch with me, read a book.” 

Another thing Dan said he’s enjoyed is his Gran Sport 

Club memberships. 

“I think I belong to four of them,” he said, although he 

added he doesn’t often see many Gran Sports like his.  

“They only made 11,000 of them in ’70 and 9,000 in 

’71, but the clubs, they’re for all Gran Sports from ’64 

through 72.” 

Dan said he doesn’t have any plans to sell his Gran 

Sports any time soon. 

Shari’s Membership Stuff 
Hi Everyone!  I’m starting this in July, on one of the 

100-degree days!  I’m totally sick of all this heat, as I’m 

sure you are.  Right now, it’s “only” 95*. But it’s also 

only 2:30 pm.  Just wait….. 

So the heat has affected the turn-out for some of our 

events.  Hey, that happens.  You’re probably better off 

staying home in the a/c.  Some of us did attend the 

following: 

Well, I can’t vouch for any of the car shows/cruises in 

June.  Loyd and I went to Norwalk, which was over 

Father’s Day weekend.  It was an awesome event, as 

usual.  It got rained out on Sunday, but we did get 

racing in on Friday and the car show on Sunday.  Some 

of the races were run before the down pour on Sunday, 

so some folks went home with checks.  This is truly a 

great event at a wonderful track – if you’ve never been, 

you might want to try it sometime! I want to thank 

Roberta Vasilow and Bill Wills for yet another great 

event. 

The 4th of July Car Show took place on one of the 90+ 

degree days.  Every year we get a little better at this 

event!  We only had 215 registered cars, but there were 

a lot that never registered.  Again, I think the heat kept 

a lot of folks home, along with the fact that it was in the 

middle of the week.  We were grateful for the air-

conditioned building to relax and eat in.  Cold water 



Fall 2012   CHICAGOLAND’S FAST TIMES Page 8 

was a big item, along with fresh fruit!  There were 3 

Buick trophies, donated by the Sauce King of Chicago; 

one of which went to Dave Formato.  Midnight Mike 

entertained outside in the heat, and an Elvis 

impersonator entertained inside the building.  We 

would not have been able to pull this off without Steve 

Russo and Pauline from the Local 150 Union.  Our 

volunteers were Loyd and I, Bob and Carol Nunes, 

Frank Jackowiak, Beth, Dana and Liam Andrews, Paul 

and Linda Brelie, Barb Holda, Bobby Nunes, Patty 

Albert, and Bob Kostuk. Thank you all for giving up 

most of your holiday, and coming out in the heat.  You 

all are awesome! 

We’ve had 4 races under our belts at this point in time.  

A few of them have been brutal, especially one of them 

at Byron – talk about heat!  We still have 2 to go, we’ll 

see who wins! 

Our Drive-Inn night had about our normal attendance.  

This was a tough one, as we set the date without 

knowing what movies are playing.  This year we were 

treated to the Dark Knight Rising, and Magic Mike.  I 

was surprised how good the Batman movie ended up 

being – it really held your interest!  No comment on the 

Magic Mike movie, you had to be there!  Thanks to all 

that attended. 

And last but not lease was the Midwest Buick 

Challenge.  It didn’t rain on us, like it did back home 

here.  Attendance was down, but again it was a hot one 

on Saturday, and sort-of hot on Sunday. 

I want to thank Beth for everything she did to help – 

driving me around, for one thing, and taking lots and 

lots of pictures.  Beth, Linda Brelie, and Carol Nunes 

helped set up the tables every day, plus helped set the 

food up for the pulled-pork dinner Saturday night.  

Thank you Tammy Fry for the awesome jello shots, and 

thank you to Linda for the Glazed Donut-flavored 

vodka. Thanks to our Canadian friends, Colin Price and 

Greg Smith, for making the long drive and adding to 

the fun factor.  The Indiana chapter did a most excellent 

job running the car show, the winners of which are:  

Class A: Mike Devenport, ’67 GS 1st Place; Don 

Densborn, 71 GS runner-up. Class B – Russ & Karen 

Ciesiolka, ’70 GS Convertible – 1st Place; Darrell 

Brothers, ’71 GS Convertible, runner-up. Class C – 

Myron Porter, ’87 GN 1st Place; Earl Goheen, ’86 GN, 

Runner-Up. Class D – Denise Plencner, ’87 T-Type, 1st 

Place. Class E – Joe Eichendorf, ’72 Sport Wagon, 1st 

Place. People’s Choice – Russ & Karen Ciesiolka, ’70 

GS Convertible. 

Winners of the races were: Ladies Race - Amy Makely, 

1st Place; Denise Plencner, Runner up.  BCO – Jerry 

Siwiez, 1st Place; Darryl Sigourney – 2nd place.  BO – 

Keith Egan, 1st Place; Earl Goheen, Runner-Up.  THS 

– Ernest Young, 1st Place; David Day, Runner-up. FTR 

– Paul DuBois, 1st Place; Ernest Young, Runner-Up. 

Sportsman Tree – Ann McNew and Dan Weiland split 

the pot. Pro Tree – Steve Pitts took 1st Place, with Ken 

Miller and Darryl Sigourney splitting Runner-Up. And 

last but not least, Quick 7 was won by Lawrence Clark, 

with Keith Egan as the Runner-UP. Congrats to all the 

winners, and thanks to all that showed up to race or 

spectate! 

I want to welcome the following new members: Cyndi 

Murray of Oswego, IL and Don Hartman of Elk Grove 

Village, IL.  Cyndi is one of the few Front-Wheel-Drive 

Car owners/racers in the club.  We hope to see more of 

her at some of our races. 

We don’t have a lot planned for the next few months – 

The Marquardt Car show in Barrington, IL on 

September 16; racing at Byron on September 9;racing 

at Great Lakes Dragway on September 30;  racing at 

Cordova October 13 ; the GSCA Nats October 17-20.  

We will have a meeting in November, on Sunday the 

11th, at Darien Park District.  At this time, we’re 

thinking this will be a General Meeting, meaning no 

tech session or guest speaker.  (This can change – stay 

tuned) We’ll have lunch served or brought in, and just a 

general meet-and-greet, and discussions about what 

we’re doing wrong or right.  Please come and tell us 

what you want out of your club! 

Then we’ll have to be working for our winter schedule 

and Holiday Party.  If you have any suggestions, please 

call one of the officers on the inside cover of the 

newsletter – we’re running out of ideas. 

So I’d best close, I have two articles about members 

cars this issue, and they have some good stuff to say! 

So here’s hoping this fall is not as warm as summer has 

been, and that we get to play with our beauties for a 

while before the snow flies! Have fun, everyone 


