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Joe Pratt’s 1970 Apollo White Buick GSX

Included are some photos of my 1970 Apollo White 

Buick GSX.   I bought it from the original owner for 

$1800.00 in 1974.  I drag- raced it and ran a best 1/4 

mile ET of 10.77!  I then decided to hand it over to 

Dave Kleiner of GS ENTERPRISES who did a 

beautiful frame off restoration.  It is Wayne Roberts 

documented and is the 17TH GSX of 678 produced.  

Since the restoration, the car has won Concours Gold 

three years in a row at the GSCA Nationals in Bowling 

Green, KY,  First Place at our Chicagoland Chapter 

Midwest Challenge in Osceola, IN  and Concours Gold 

at the recent 2009 BPG GSX Reunion in Columbus, 

OH. 

 

I also own a 20,000 mile two-door 1972 skylark custom 

(blue-with white vinyl top) and a 1987 ANS prepared 

Grand National.   My fellow club member and friend, 

Paul Vilser, who also owns a beautiful Saturn Yellow 

GSX, will be helping me get the GN dialed in next 

season.......(you too Loyd....y'all have got to get me up 

to speed on this Lil' V-6 motor technology!) (ed. Note – 

No problem!) 

  

With all the other GORGEOUS BUICKS that our club 

members own, I am truly honored for my car to be 

featured....THANK YOU  for the consideration, and 

much appreciation to you both, and the other staff for 

the hard work it takes to keep our chapter going. 
  

  I THANK ALL BUICK ENTHUSIASTS for the help 

that I have received over the years in gaining even more 

knowledge and appreciation for our Buicks......take care 

and God Bless!  

 

Joe Pratt    -    GSCA Member # 33 

                       GSCA Chicago Member# 488 

                       BPG Member # 1788 

 

Please continue to Page 3 for under hood and car hauler 

pictures, plus Joe’s other Skylark.  Since Joe has gotten 

the GSX back from the beautiful restoration as he has 

mentioned it is always a pleasure to see it at the GS 

Nationals and at the GSX reunion at the BPG HP 

Nationals. 
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Opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the GS Club of America, the 
Chicagoland Chapter of the GSCA, or any of the officers of these automotive enthusiast clubs. 

Chapter Volunteers  Member’s Change of Address 

Chicagoland members who move are requested to 
notify our membership chairman before the next 
newsletter mailing.  We do not want you to miss a 
single edition of your newsletter.  Please notify us of 
e-mail address changes as soon as you change 
providers. 
 

Membership Renewal  
Please check the label on your newsletter.  If your 
membership is up in January, June will be your last 
newsletter.  Obtain an application from the website or 
past issue, and mail to 4010 Raymond Avenue, 
Brookfield, IL 60513, along with a check for $20 made 
out to “CCGSCA.”  Please don’t let your membership 
lapse! 
 

Volunteers for the Chapter 
Contact Bob Nunes if you are interested in helping 
our Chapter continue providing Buick Motorsport 
activities for our members. Fresh ideas are vital to 
keep the Club exciting.  By distributing the work 
among more volunteers make it more enjoyable for 
all.  The tasks are easy, generally fun, plus you will 
always have plenty of help. 

Upcoming Events 

Jan 24 – Casper’s Electronics – Mundelein, IL Meeting 

Jan 30 – Christmas Party – Countryside, IL 

Jan 30-31 – Drag Expo – Schaumburg, IL 

Feb 20 – ProCare Auto Appearance – Skokie, IL Meeting 

Mar 7 – Chili Cookoff & Tech Session – Franklin Park, IL 

Mar 15-20 – TurboBuick.com Nationals – Burlington, NC 

May 11-15 – GSCA Nationals – Bowling Green, KY 

May 21-23 – 20
th
 Buick Race Day – Norwalk, OH 

June 5-11 – Hot Rod Power Tour – Starts at Newton, IA 

July 27-30 – BCA Nationals at Ames, IA 

July 30 – Aug 1, 2010 – Buick Performance Group Nats – 
featuring Stage 1 Convention – National Trails, OH 

Sep 27-28 – Pure Stock at Stanton, MI 

Director Loyd Bonecutter 708-485-8477 
 loydb@chicagolandbuick.org 

Co-Director /  Steve Russo 815-795-4737 
Gran Sport STEVEGS1@aol.com 

Co-Director /  Mark Holda 630-747-7652 
Turbo Regal M.Holda@comcast.net 

Activities Paul Brelie 224-484-8057 
 ELATED3@aol.com 

Race Chairman Joe Garcia  
 jrg3517@comcast.net 

Treasurer Bill Grupp  
 jackbot@yahoo.com 

Secretary Barb Holda 708-243-7280 
 Metaz_56@comcast.net 

Membership Shari Bonecutter 708-485-8477 
 sharib@chicagolandbuick.org 

Graphic Artist Paul Vilser  paulvilser@sbcglobal.net 

 
Beth Andrews draena710@comcast.net 

 

Publisher Loyd Bonecutter 708-485-8477 
 loydb@chicagolandbuick.org 

Advertising Beth Andrews 847-845-7342 
 draena710@comcast.net 

Photographer Frank Jackowiak 630-430-2487 
 frank@itpphoto.com 

Midwest Challenge Loyd Bonecutter 708-485-8477 
 loydb@chicagolandbuick.org 

Cruise Chairman Chris Gatch 708-576-8931 
 cgatch@comcast.net 

Volunteers Bob Nunes 847-455-7796 
 Rich George 630-551-3120 

 Wayne Smith 708-354-0130 

Membership Policy & Dues 
The Chicagoland Chapter of the Buick GSCA is open to 
all Buick enthusiasts and owners of Buick powered 
cars. Membership is $20 per year, and includes a 
quarterly newsletter and much more. Apply online at the 
chapter web site or send dues with check made out to 
CCGSCA with membership form to: 

Shari Bonecutter – Membership Chairman 

Chicagoland Chapter GSCA 

4010 Raymond Avenue 

Brookfield, IL 60513-1846 

Chapter Web Page 
http://www.chicagolandbuick.org 
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Chicagoland Gran Sport Club of America 

Cover car continued 

  

Above the GSX under transport and a picture of the under hood details 

 

As many of us one is not enough for Joe so above is a 20,000 mile two-door 1972 skylark custom

Director’s Garage Loyd Bonecutter 

Greetings to all who have survived another season 

of Buick Performance.  The Performance Buick 

scene is looking great with vendors continuing to 

fill our needs.  At the BPG HP Nationals new sheet 

metal parts were introduced and were available for 

the 1970 to 72 A bodies.  Re-popped grills are 

available for our cars as numerous other products.  

TA Performance has introduced a new engine block 

and is even carrying the Edlebrock heads in their 

catalogue. 

For Turbo Buicks the TSM class continues to be 

astonishing with the 9:00 second barrier broken at 

the Southern Shootout at Reynolds, that is amazing 

for a full bodied stock block V6 car.  The TSO 

classes are getting closer all the time to the 8:00 

second barrier.  These are definitely exciting times 

to be involved with our sport. 

Joe Garcia ran a great series of races in 2009, and 

has volunteered to continue running the racing 

program next year.  I have been trying to populate 

the calendar with known events to help with the 

dates to avoid if possible.  Filling the dates for an 
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aggressive racing program, makes avoiding all 

conflicts unavoidable, as Joe tries to cram so much 

fun into a relative short timeframe.  The next time 

you see Joe, please thank him for all his efforts. 

It is the time of the year for our membership to 

consider volunteering for one of the officer 

positions.  Fresh ideas are needed to keep the 

Chapter alive.  Many of us have been in our offices 

for over 10 years so it is time for fresh ideas.  Please 

contact Bob Nunes or any of the officers listed on 

the second page of this newsletter.  

It has been a little disappointing to see attendance at 

many of our meetings and get together sessions 

continues to wain.  It is human nature to seek out 

new adventures, making the first time events more 

exciting than long time traditions.  That is why it is 

vital for new folks to come in with fresh ideas.  The 

long term survival of the Chapter requires it.  Am 

seeing many other Buick Clubs in the same 

situation struggling for folks to take over important 

positions.  We really need new ideas, so please feel 

free to give us your input.   

It has been noted we need to add technical 

information for Turbo Regal’s beyond the electrical 

updates we get from John and Justin Spina and 

transmission innovations from Jimmy Husson. 

The cars have been put away for the season as the 

cooler weather is here.  The Chicagoland car season 

went entirely too quick, and for the most part I was 

reacting this year, just trying to keep up as the 

summer flew past. 

As usual this is the last possible moment to get the 

newsletter together and out.  Everybody else has 

gotten their material in and the newsletter is waiting 

on me.  Therefore it is time to wrap this up. 

Please, have a safe and happy holiday season.

 

For the majority of our members this is time to renew.  The mailing label includes your expiration month.

Membership News Shari Bonecutter 

Hi, Everyone!  I’m working on this the day before 

Thanksgiving, and the weather is wet and somewhat 

raw outside.  Loyd put up the outside decorations 

Monday, and we’ve been leaving them on because 

it looks so cheery.  It helps that the lady across the 

street has her lights on, too, so we’re not the only 

ones on the block.  So it’s a few days early….. 

Talk about a strange fall!  Almost everything we 

had planned for October got rained (or snowed) out; 

while we could have extended our race season well 

into November.  I think most of us have our babies 

put away for winter, either tucked in to sleep or 

being torn apart for anticipated Christmas goodies.  

I wish they didn’t have to hibernate so long. 

So let’s see – what’s happened since the last 

newsletter?  We had a somewhat successful 

Midwest Buick Challenge.  The weather was a little 

iffy – we only got in an hour for the cruise-in Friday 

night before it started pouring.  So we headed to the 

bar in the hotel. (and a good time was had by all – 

lol!)  Saturday morning was a little drizzly, but it 

broke up and dried out.  We were able to get in a 

full day of racing, and a somewhat small car show.  

We had a successful night of socializing, too.  

Sunday dawned very foggy – we wondered if you 

had to see the end of the track to race??  But this too 

burned off, and we had another beautiful day.  The 

racing went off without a hitch – we even had some 

prize winners split the pot with the runners-up.  

What a great bunch of guys and gals!  Loyd and I 

would have not been able to pull this off without 

our usual volunteers: Beth and Dana Andrews, Paul 

and Linda Brelie, Barb and Mark Holda, Frank 

Jackowiak, Bob and Carol Nunes, and Bob Nunes, 

Jr.  I also want to thank Scott Simpson for running 

both the TSM and TSO races, and Kip Asplund for 

running the TSH race.  The track personnel were 

great, also.  This year the track was very sticky and 

I heard no complaints.  They also kept things 

moving so there was not a lot of down time.  Very 

important, I was told, as some racers have short 

attention spans.  (just kidding!)  There will be a 

separate article elsewhere with the results, so stay 

tuned. 

October was the awful weather.  We tried to race at 

Cordova the weekend of October 10, at the B-O-P 

race day.  I guess there was a rain/ice storm warning 

for the area and they called the race, postponing it 

to the weekend after.  It never really iced up out 

there, we were told, and unfortunately a lot of folks 

that planned to attend had plans for the following 
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weekend.  I never did hear if anyone from our club 

went. 

Loyd and I tried to attend the Northeast Chapter’s 

Buick Race in Cecil County, Maryland the 

following week.  That race got called, because of 

not one but two nor’easters hitting the area!  It also 

snowed on us in Pennsylvania!  Not fun! 

We did have our tech session October 24, at 

Borowski Race Enterprises in Rockdale, IL.  They 

let our members tour the facility, and had an engine 

on the dyno to demo.  We had a short meeting while 

we ate pizza, and all went on their way. 

November 14th found us at Suburban Welding in 

Franklin Park, IL.  Many thanks to Bob Nunes for 

setting this up once again!  We had about 25 

members in and out, who got to try their hands at 

welding a little.  I heard it was very informative and 

entertaining.  I want to thank Beth for her help, 

again, and for her making pulled pork sammys to 

serve with my sloppy joes.  They must have been 

good – not a drop was left!  Thanks to Bobby Nunes 

for getting the doughnuts, too.   

The club traditionally takes December off, since it’s 

a busy month for most folks.  Loyd and I included, 

plus most vendors are busy, too. 

January has a few things going on.  Sunday, January 

24, is our traditional meeting at Casper’s 

Electronics, with Jimmy from Jimmy’s 

transmissions sharing the session.  This will take 

place in Mundelein, and is usually one of our larger 

meetings. 

Saturday, January 30 is our Christmas party at the 

Park Place in Countryside, IL.  The party will start 

at 6:00 pm, with dinner served at 7:00 pm.  Please 

send $10 each per club member and the first guest.  

Any more guests than that will be $20 a person.  

Please have your deposit to us by January 12.  We 

have to turn in a head count, and you want to make 

sure we have food for you.  PLEASE DO NOT 

ASSUME THAT I WILL KNOW YOU ARE 

COMING.  I really really need an RSVP from each 

and every one of you that is planning on attending.  

Deposits can be sent to the CCGSCA c/o 4010 

Raymond Avenue, Brookfield, IL 60513.   

That weekend – January 30-31 – is also the Drag 

Race Expo being held at the Schaumburg 

Convention Center.  I know Loyd enjoys going to 

this, at least one of the days.  Please check it out at 

http://www.dragnews.com 

February’s meeting is being held on Saturday 

February 20 at 10am at ProCare Auto Appearance.  

This is located at 2099 Johns Court, Glenview IL. 

60025.  Pete from this facility will be demonstrating 

how to detail your car.  Dana Andrews set this up 

for us, and it’s located not far from his place of 

work.  Please plan on bringing a chair. 

March’s meeting is finally set at the Franklin Park 

Park District on Sunday, March 7, at 10:00 am.  

This will be our traditional chili cook-off, with the 

traveling trophy for the grand prize winner, and gift 

cards for runners-up.  Mike Phillips from 

Automotive Machine and Performance will be in 

attendence .  Who knows – maybe a surprise or 

two?    If you’re competing in the cook-off, please 

bring a crock-pot of your finest.  The club will 

provide spoons, bowls, extension cords, grated 

cheddar cheese and sour cream.  Just what we need 

in March! 

That about takes care of our plans set so far.  Next 

year promises to be a busy year – the GSCA Nats 

will be celebrating 30 years!  It will also be the 20th 

anniversary for Buick Race Day in Norwalk, OH. 

The BPG Horsepower Nats will be holding a 

convention for the Stage 1 engine.  The Hot Rod 

Power tour and the BCA Nats are in there 

somewhere, and Joe has to figure out how to fit a 

racing schedule in with all that!   

Membership news – I want to send get will wishes 

to Joe Rivecco and Chris Katzsuleas;  I hope all will 

be well with you guys.  I’ve not heard of any new 

babies or knots being tied.  I want to welcome 

Jamie Wolcott of Caledonia, MI as a new member.  

And I want to welcome back Neil Nowotarski of 

Chicago, IL and Mike Schwab of Hamilton, OH.  

Thanks for renewing! 

Which speaking of renewing, this newsletter starts 

our new year.  If your mailing label says 1/1/10 on 

it, your membership dues are due.  They’re still $20 

and still payable to “CCGSCA” at our address, 

4010 Raymond Avenue, Brookfield, IL 60513. 

In closing, I want to wish you and yours a safe and 

happy Holiday Season!  And I hope to see you next 

year!
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Cruise Scene: 

Chris Gatch is taking the Winter off from the Cruise Scene, hopefully to reappear in our Spring issue.

Racing Scene: 

So 2009 was a little rough on our racers.  We had a few rain outs.  We had to wait once for Great lakes to 

scrape the mud off the track – which took all afternoon.  We had to wait once for the electronics to get 

repaired at great Lakes because lightning hit something.  Quite a year!  But all in all I think we all had a 

great time.  The group is expanding, with veterans ready to help out newbies.  Some of the races include 

club cook-outs – thanks to Dan Rocco, Cindy Garcia, and Jack Fisher.  The camaraderie is a great thing to 

witness!  So after much trial and tribulation, here are the results: 

 

Final Points Standings  

235 Joe Garcia 

215 Dan Rocco 

215 Keith Egan 

175 Brian Henricksen 

165 Ed Phifer 

160 Bill Grupp 

160 Pete Van Tholen 

160 Steve Blankenship 

150 Perry Carlini 

140 Rich George 

125 Steve Else 

120 Dave Leonhart 

120 Bill Erickson 

100 Kris Katsuleas 

90 Jay Westberg 

70 Paul Brelie 

70 Kris Katsuleas 

70 Tom Rix 

60 Loyd Bonecutter 

60 John Jaffe 

55 Dana Andrews 

50 Gary Pote 

40 Steve Pitts Jr 

40 Paul Dubois 

40 Dave Novotny 

30 Steve Pitts Sr 

30 Stan Ubban 

30 Katie Fisher 

30 Stan Hunt 

30 Bill Clapper 

30 Chad Peterson 

 

Best Reaction Time Winners 

Steve Else 

Steve Blankenship 

Dan Rocco 

Ed Phifer 

   

Running On Dial In Winners 

Dana Andrews 

Steve Blankenship 

Keith Egan 

Brian Henricksen 

 

Joe Garcia – Race Chairman

2009 Midwest Buick Challenge 

BRONZE Level Sponsors 

Indiana Chapter Gran Sport Club of America 
www.indianabuick.org 
The Indiana Chapter Buick Gran Sport Club of America is dedicated to the maintenance, preservation, and restoration 
of performance Buicks including but not limited to GS, Riviera, and Turbo Regals which collectively demonstrate that 
Buick is second to none in performance, aesthetics and quality engineering. 

Pro-Trac Turbo Specialties - Dennis Butt, 24006 Keith Allen Dr. - Elwood, IL. 
 815-723-2530 - protsrace@aol.com 
Dennis' fascination with Turbo Regals started in 1992 with the purchase of a 1985 T-Type w/ a blown engine.  In the 
course of rebuilding this car he decided that he would help others with their upgrades too. 

Scott's Paint and Performance  - Scott Klepinger, 30446 County Road 12 - Elkhart IN 46514 
574-329-6390  
Scott is a serious Buick fanatic having put a turbo V6 into his fantastic white Camero.  Scott is a local full service 
Performance shop in Elkhart.  If you see him in the staging lanes ask Scott about his shop services. 

Tim's Janitoral & Construction Clean-up Service - Tim Kerney,  702 S. Kenyon Dr. - Tucson, AZ. 85710 
520-370-4067  
Tim is seriously into Buicks plus is a veteran attendee of the Midwest Buick Challenge. For  
businesses in the Tucson area, Tim's services are second to none. 
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2009 Midwest Buick Challenge 
So here are the official results of this year’s MWBC.  We took in $3,700 in sponsor money that was paid out as 
follows:

 
TSO - $300 - Dave Leonhart 

$200 - Lee Howie 
 
TSM - $300 - Scott Claridge 

$200 - Walt Judy 
 
THS - $300 - David Day 

$200 - Mike Schwab 
 
BCO - $300 - Dave Kolecki 

$200 - Mike Zaffino 
 
Street Class: 

$300 - Russ Ciesiolka 
$200 - split between Paul Brelie and Bill Burton 

 
Modified Class:  

$125 each to Tony Shoaf, Joe Garcia, Darryl 
Sigourny and Ken Miller 

 
Quick 16 (well, actually 9) 

$100 each to Gary Paine and Joe Garcia 
$333 each to John Stevens (who won), Toni 
Colalillo, and Jerry Siwiec  

 
We also ran a Ladies Race on Saturday, which was 
privately funded for $400: 
$250 - Jamie Wolcott 
$150 - Amy Makely 
 

Here's the results from this year's car show: 
 
GS - All years HT & Conv 
1st - Russ And Karen Cesiolka - 70 GS Convert 
2nd - Eric Pfaff - 68 GS California 
 
Regal - All years, GN, T-type 
1st - Tim Galloway - 86 T-type 
 
General Buick 
1st - Steve Smith - 70 Skylark 
 
Buick powered - 5 mods 
1st - Mike Devenport - 67 GS 400 
2nd - Chris Lance - 70 Stage 1 
 
Peoples Choice Trophy and $50 

Harle Cordill - 65 GS

 
Thanks to all who made the trip to show off their babies.  There has been some discussion with the Indiana chapter to 
change the car show to a display only type of event.  We only had 8 cars in the show – kind of not worth it to have 
trophies for so few.  We’ll have to see. 
 
Funds were down this year, but as per usual all that we took in was turned around and paid out. Even some that 
we've not collected yet - lol!  We’d like to thank our sponsors for their generosity.  There would be no payouts without 
them! 

 

GOLD Level Sponsors 

Chicagoland Chapter Gran Sport Club of America, 4010 Raymond Ave. - Brookfield, IL. 60513-1846 
708-485-8477 - www.chicagolandbuick.org 
We provide Motorsport activities which include, car shows, drag race events and cruises, for Performance Buick 
owners. We promote the sharing of information on restoration and performance upgrades. We are a nonprofit 
organization with volunteers who plan, promote and/or execute our activities. 
 
HRpartsNstuff - Paul Ferry, 2002 Industry Rd. - Atwater, OH. 44201 
330-947-2433 - www.HRpartsNstuff.com 
Paul, Dave and Debbie offer great service for great suspension parts, for your Buick, to enable that hook you dream 
up. 
 
Precision Turbo and Engine - Joe Krivickas,  PO Box 425 / 616A S. Main - Hebron, IN. 46341-0425 
219-996-7832 - http://www.precisionturbo.net  
PT&E offers a full line of custom turbochargers, accessories, intercoolers,  fuel injectors and stand alone engine 
management systems. 
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2009 Midwest Buick Challenge 
 

SILVER Level Sponsors 

Automotive Machine & Performance - Mike Phillips, 6325 Highway 54 - Philpot, KY. 42366 
 270-729-5556 -  http://www.automachperf.com 
Mike and his crew offer performance engine service and parts for Buick engines that are highly regarded as second to 
none. 

Casper’s Electronics Inc. – John and Justin Spina, 1333 Wilhelm Road - Mundelein, IL 60060 
847.247.0484 - https://www.casperselectronics.com  
John and Justin are seriously into electrical and electronic systems, and provide the turbo Regal community 
innovative plug and play products. Replacement harnesses, or upgrades and solutions for adding the latest 
aftermarket computers 

Champion Racing Heads - Tom Allen, 13 Hargrove Grade - Palm Coast, FL. 32137-5114 

386-446-4488 - http://www.championracingheads.com  

Champion Racing Heads supplies Buick racers with GN1 Aluminum Heads, CNC Ported Iron Heads, GN1 Intake 
Manifolds, Fuel Rail kits, Billet Alternator Brackets & much more. 

Cottons Performance Center - Jack Cotton, 105 Walnut St. - Agawam, MA 01001  
413-789-0531 - http://www.cottonsperformance.com 
The Jack drives the pumpkin Turbo Regal at many of the Buick event to demonstrate the capabilities of his products 
and service. His service for the Buick community with great parts is second to none. 

Finish Line Motorsports - Geoff Ketchum / Bobb Mackley, PO Box 26 - Freeport, MI. 49325 
616-756-5101 - (Geoff) Lstg3@iserv.net - (Bobb) bulestg2@iserv.net 
Bobb and Geoff are racers who provide engine services and parts to help support their racing habit. You cannot beat 
Finish Line Motorsports for knowing their products and how it will perform for you.  

Jimmy's Transmissions - Jimmy Hussion , 888 B. Tower Rd. - Mundelein, IL. 60060 
 847-949-7507 - www.jimmys-trans.com 
Jimmy offers the finest in performance orientated GM automatic transmission rebuilds in the Midwest.   Just ask any 
Chicagoland member, he stands behind his work as well. 

Rally Insurance Group - Lars Anderson, 188 Industrial Dr. #215 - Elmhurst, IL. 60126 
800-801-1823 - www.rallyinsurance.com  
Rally Insurance Group is a Property and Casualty Insurance Agency that specializes in Collector Auto Insurance. 
Ellen and Lars know and enjoy the Collector Car Hobby;  therefore understands that not all Car Enthusiasts use their 
car in the  same way. Rally represents over 10 different Insurance Companies and can provide choices for policy that 
is right for you.  

M&M Auto Appraisers - Mike Grippo, 584 Broomspun St. - Henderson, NV. 89015 
702-568-5120 - Fx: 702-568-5158  
Mike knows our Buicks and offers appraisal services that are second to none. He offers group discounts and 
occasionally is in town to perform appraisals on a number of our members cars. 

World of Motorworks - Paul Castle, 3 Golf Center #227 - Hoffman Estates, IL 60169 
630-669-1583 - ksm005@comcast.net - http://www.worldofmotorworks.com 
Paul offers Chicagoland members a local place to buy Turbo Regal upgrade and service parts. 
Additionally he is a local supplier of ZDDP that our flat tappet cars with high lift cams need. 

 
 

2010 Midwest Buick Challenge 

We need feedback for the 2010 Midwest Buick Challenge.  Unfortunately the only open weekend in 

September for Notre Dame Football is the same weekend of the Pure Stock Muscle Car Drag Race in 

Stanton, MI.  Therefore we either have to move to the end of August or select the weekend of October 2, 

2010. 

 

Osceola is a great track to work with, but the hotel situation with any Notre Dame home game is hard to 

work around. 



 

Fast Times Volume 15 – Issue 3 Please support the vendors that support Chicagoland Chapter 

 
 

Dennis is a long time supporter and excellent with Regals Paul is taking care of our Performance Buick’s needs 

 

 

What can I say Mike and his crew will take care of your Engine needs Call Ellen or Lars for you Performance Buick Insurance 

  

Mike’s appraisals are quite detailed as he is thorough Jim’s knowledge and care for our carburetor needs are great 

 
 

Greg Stilp is a member, car storage $55/month These systems fit great and sound good 

 



 

Meeting & Technical Session  

Sunday; January 24, 2010 @ 10:00 am  

Casper's Electronics, Inc 

 

To break in the new decade our first Meeting for 2010 will be at Casper’s Electronics in Mundelein, IL 
featuring John Spina, and Jimmy Hussion. 

John Spina, owner of Casper Electronics is a member, and advertiser for Chicagoland GSCA., plus a 
sponsor of the Midwest Challenge.  A serious Buick nut he is also an automotive wiring and electronics 
expert, developing systems to make our cars reliability run to their fullest potential.  He has developed 
and manufactures many innovative tools to help the tuning of our cars and has upgrade wiring 
harnesses and chips to make our aging cars run much better. 

Jimmy Hussion owner and miracle worker at Jimmy’s Performance Transmissions will also be on hand.  
Jimmy always has few interesting tidbits of information on our TH 200R4s that take a real beating.  His 
job is increasingly challenging as we make our cars faster.  Be sure to ask about the improved third 
gear shift he has in store for us. 

There should be something for our V8 Buick owners as well as Turbo Regal owners.  We are looking 
forward to seeing you there. 

Our regular business meeting will start at 10:30 am just before the technical session.   Please bring 
lawn chairs.  Yes, collect them out of the trunk of the GS or Turbo Regal where you had them for the 
last car show. 

 
 Casper's Electronics, Inc. 

133 Wilhelm Road  
Mundeline, IL 60060 
John Spina 
(847) 247-0484 

Jimmy’s Transmissions 
888 N. Tower Road (now on the north side of the same building) 
Mundelein, IL 60060 
Jimmy Hussion 
(847) 949-9230 

  
 

Skylark 

Directions to Casper’s Shop 
 

 I-94 (north of I-294 and I-94 junction) to Hwy. 60 (Town Line Rd.).  

 West on Hwy 60 about 5 miles past Hawthorne Shopping Center, to Butterfield Road.  

 Landmark: Just before Butterfield road on the south side of Town Line Road is an old round silo 
next to a Mobile station.  (Still there checked this summer) 

 South (Left) on Butterfield. (The other direction is the way to Jimmy's)  

 Once you have crossed the railroad tracks turn west (right) on Armor  

 Turn left (south) on Baskin 

 Casper's building’s drive way is at the end of Baskin Street.  His shop is near the northwest corner 
of the building. 

 

Be sure to thank Jimmy and John and his crew for sharing their day with us. 

 

If you want to sit bring lawn or folding chairs 
to the Meeting and Technical Session. 

 

Need help with directions 847-247-0484- http://www.chicagolandbuick.org 

 



SPECIALIZING IN REBUILT GM TRANSMISSIONS 
Call about putting a TH 200 R4 in your Street Rod or Muscle Car to make it a real cruiser 

You wall be glad you did for the mileage and still run the gears for quick acceleration. 
Call JIMMY Toll Free @ 847-949-7507 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jimmy offers 20% off for rebuilds completed in December, January or February 

TRANSMISSIONS 

J-200 4R S 
HDS Hardened Stator 
Wide Alto red lined band 
Shift Kit 
Transgo pump ring kit 
13.00 Sec. and up  

J-200 4R SS  
All of above plus 
10 vain rotor (pump) 
New pressure regulator valve 
Line pressure regulator spring 
Line pressure boost valve 0.500 
2nd reverse boost valve 0.300 
Alto race red clutches 3rd & 4th 
Competition Valve Body 
Pan Spacer & 700 4R Filter 
11.50 Sec. and up 

J-200 4R SSR 
All of above plus 
Steel input shaft Forward Drum 
Billet Servo 2nd Gear 
Bearings in place of thrust washers 
Dual Feed with new 3-2 control system 
4130 Steel Band Anchor 
A 0.550 booster valve 
Triple 3rd pressure & clamping force 

Get your parts or rebuild before March 2010 
 
OPTIONS: 

Trans Brake 
Steel input shaft 
Steel Over drive carrier & ring gear 
Deep Aluminum Pan  

 
TORQUE CONVERTERS 
Precision Industries 
JW Performance 
Dynamic  

 
TRANSMISSION COOLERS 

Hayden 
Long 

TRANSMISSION FLUID 

AMS Oil Synthetic 

Jimmy's Hi Performance Transmissions 
888 B Tower Road 
Mundelein, IL 60060 

http://jimmys-trans.com/ 

SHIPPING AVAILABLE 

 
FULL LINE OF AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION PARTS NEW AND REBUILT  

Getting your transmission done right the first time saves money, time and aggravation 

References are available upon request. 

 



MEMBERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE INVITED TO THE 

2009 CCGSCA HOLIDAY PARTY 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30, 2010 at 6:00 PM 
 

The CCGSCA party offers a chance to celebrate the holiday season with your 
performance Buick buddies!  Please come out of the garage and brave the cold to come 
to our get together. This catered event should be as good this year as the past three 
years. 

This year the party remains at:  Park Place Of Countryside 
6240 Joliet Rd 
Countryside, IL 

This is just west of LaGrange Rd (State Route 12, 20 & 45) on Joliet Road. Very easy to 
get to and across the street from the landmark William Tell Holiday Inn. 

Cost is $10.00 each for a member and the first guest.  Additional guests are $20.00 each.  
Admittance covers soft drinks and the meal. Other beverages will be available for cash at 
the bar.  To hold your spot please send in at least half for a deposit by January 12th 

Midnight Mike will be entertaining us again this year with a great selection of tunes. 

Shari will gathering some more great door and raffle prizes that have become a tradition 
for our party making this one you should not miss. Be sure to mark this one down on your 
calendar 

Directions from I-55 North or South bound 
 Exit LaGrange Road North 
 At Joliet Road turn left (west) 
 6240 Joliet Road is about a ¼ mile to the left 

 

If you partake in adult beverages, please arrange a designated driver, or plan on 
staying across the street at one of these hotels. 

Best Western Inn 
6251 Joliet Road 
Countryside, IL 60525 
1-708-354-5200 

Holiday Inn/William Tell 
6201 W. Joliet Road 
Countryside, IL 60525 
708-3544200 

Have a safe and joyous holiday season. 

Please be sure to review our web site for any last minute changes 
http://www.chicagolandbuick.org 

Lost ??? Park Place’s Phone # is 708-588-1756 

 

 

 



Fast Times Volume 15 – Issue 3 Please support the vendors that support Chicagoland Chapter 

 
The website is well laid out and helpful, but you can always talk to John or Justin 

 

 
DJ for the 4th of July Car Show and Christmas Party  

Paul supports our chapter in many ways 

 
Wagon Rick comes to many events and helps on the BB 

 

 

 

 

Picture Your Business Card Here 

 

Contact Beth Andrews 

 



Meeting & Technical Session  

Saturday; February 20, 2010 @ 10:00 am  
ProCare Auto Appearance Center 

2099 Johns Court, Glenview IL. 60025 
Phone: (847) 657-9806 

Our second meeting for 2010 will be at ProCare Auto Appearance Center in Glenview, IL with Phil showing 
us his shop and helping us with our Performance Buick detail needs. 

Our regular business meeting will start at 10:30 am just before the technical session.   Please bring 
lawn chairs.  Yes, collect them out of the trunk of the GS or Turbo Regal where you had them 
stored from the last car show. 

 

 

 
 

 

  
Skylark 

 

Directions:  Take I-294 to Willow Road.   

 Proceed East on Willow Road. 

 Willow Road to IL-43 Waukegan Road – turn left. 

 Go to Chestnut Avenue and turn right 

 Go to St. Johns Drive and turn right 

 Go to St. Johns Court and turn right . .  ProCare should be on this street 

 

Please bring lawn chairs or folding chairs 
to the Meeting and Technical Session. 

Need help with directions  

Call (847) 657-9806 

 http://www.chicagolandbuick.org 
 



 

Meeting, Technical Session and Chili Cookoff 

Sunday; March 7, 2010; @ 10:00 am (Note earlier time) 

Franklin Park Community Center 

9560 Franklin Ave. 
Franklin Park, IL 

Our third session for 2010 will be at the Franklin Park Community Center and will feature our tenth annual 
Chili Cook off.  This is our favorite event for many of us who are definitely stir crazy by this time.  It is still 
a few weeks early to get our Performance Buicks out for the season.  The various entries and variations 
of chili offered is excellent.  We will be presenting gift certificates to the winners again and of course pass 
the winner chef hat along to the 1st place winner.  

Mike Phillips owner of Automotive Machine & Performance in Owensboro, KY will be on hand to cover all 
aspects of building high performance Buick engines.  Mike supports our chapter by coming up here every 
spring to share his extensive knowledge of the machining, head porting and assembly of Buick engines.  
If you are planning to freshen up your engine, need help selecting a camshaft or contemplating some 
headwork you should not miss this session.  

If you have a favorite chili you would like to share with the group please be sure to bring some to sample.   
You might be surprised how good your chilli stacks up to the competition.  Many of us like it very hot and 
others like theirs milder, just like our engines. 

We are looking forward to the presentation and of course the chili.  Our regular business meeting will start 
at 10:00 pm before the feeding frenzy and before the technical session. 

 Franklin Park Community Center 
9560 Franklin Ave. 
Franklin Park, IL 

Mike Phillips 
Automotive Machine & Performance 
6235 Highway 54 
Philpot, KY 42303 

888-624-3848   
E-mail: Ampmike@aol.com 

 

  
 

Skylark 

Directions from I-290 

 I-290 (Eisenhower Expressway) to 25
th
 Avenue Exit  

 North on 25th Avenue  

 Continue past Grand  Avenue to Franklin Avenue. 

 Turn right (east) on Franklin Avenue. 

 Community Center is at the northeast corner of the 
intersection 

 

Directions from I-294 Southbound 

 I-294 to Irving Park Road (exit southbound only) 

 East on Irving Park Road to 25
th
 Avenue 

 South (right turn) on 25
th
 Avenue 

 To Franklin Avenue just past the RR crossing 

 Turn left (east) on Franklin Avenue 

 Community Center is at the northeast corner of the 
intersection 

 
 

Need help with directions call 708-508-2967   

http://www.chicagolandbuick.org 

 

Please take a look at the web site or call one of use, at 
the start time varies from year to year due to others 

using the room every week for other meetings. 

 

 



APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

Membership period January 1 to December 31 

WEBSITE ADDRESS – HTTP://WWW.CHICAGOLANDBUICK.ORG 

Founded in 1994 the Chicagoland Chapter is a Chapter of the of the BUICK GRAN SPORT CLUB OF AMERICA.  

GSCA promotes Buick performance and preservation of products manufactured by the Buick Motor Division.  
Our Chapter conducts regular meetings, with technical sessions, promotes car shows, cruises, and drag racing 
at sanctioned tracks.  We share information on national events, technical data and parts sources.  Our 
newsletter ” Fast Times” is your ticket to ” Going Fast with Class”. 

RENEWAL O  NEW MEMBER O 

Last Name: First Name:  

Chicago GSCA #: National GSCA #:   
(Number is purely optional if you know it) (From the mailing label on your GSXtra) 

Address: City:  

State:  Zip+4: E-Mail:  

Home Phone #:  Cell O or Work Phone O #:  

Skills:  

            
(Automotive related skills or experience that may be shared with other members) 

INTERESTS: O Car Shows  OSocialize O Buick Performance 

 O Cruises  OCar Maintenance O Technical Sessions 

 O Drag Racing OArea Service O Part Recommendations 
(Please check interests you may participate in) 

Please list your Buick Automobiles and/or Buick powered cars: (Use the back of the form if needed) 

Year Model:  Engine  cu. in. Color:  

Performance:  O 1/4 mile  O 1/8 mile MPH  Time   60ft. Time  

Comments:  

                    

Year Model:  Engine cu. in. Color:  

Performance  O 1/4 mile  O 1/8 mile MPH  Time   60ft. Time  

Comments:  

                    

Please send application with a check payable to CCGSCA and mail to:   Ver 2010.0  

Shari Bonecutter * Membership Chairman * 4010 Raymond Ave. * Brookfield, IL 60513-1846 

Dues continue to be $20.00. 
We recommend membership in the GSCA. 

 

   

An affiliate Chapter of GSCA; 625 Pine Point Circle; Valdosta, Georgia 31602 




